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Noel. Addressed Mr. William Channing 
New London 
Connecticutt " 
forwarded by Mr. Stockton. 


Newport July loth. 1794 
dear Sir, 

Upon the receipt of your tincle's letter, your Ma ¢ 
consulted Mr. Rogers, and here follows a copy of his note 
te her."The four Evangelists, Acts, Remans and the Epistles 
are required frem cantidates for Entrance into Cambridge 
University;- but in instances of such complete Iatin Schol- 

ars aS I know William to be, I doubt not they would dispense 
with the Epistles previded he passes a goed examination in 
the three former viz Evangalists, Acts/ & Romans." 

You have only to persue the Greek until the time of 
admission with yeur usual application, and I will pledge my, 
self for your honorable reception into the besom of my alma 
mater. If there are in the Remans some things hard to be 
understood in point of language as well as sentiment, ana/y 
you can construe them I should think there would not "be 
great difficulty in your construing thr Epistles, capediaay 
when I consider the progress you have made, ahd that it is 
not your mode to skim over thecsurface of thinga. 

You must enter Gollege this year by all means, and 
hasten to obtain an liberal education at an expence which wil 
be greatly diminished by the spontaneous effer of your ben- 
evolent unele*’Dana. He will be a father, and his wife will be 
@ mother to you, and if you should behave as well while you 
live with him as you have always done, and I have told him 
I am sure yeu will always do, and his "valuable life should 
be continued, it is highly probable that his recommendation 
may place you in an advantageous situation when you shall 
have proceeded from College, - But the fairest prospects are 


not always attended with success.- We must take Such measures © 


2S appear to be reasonable, be industrious, virtuous and 
pious, and, leave the event to that Being who knows best how 


to dispose) ef us.- To his care I commend you, and am affectie~ 


ionately 
Yours 


Wm. Ellery 
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Nawpert October 21,1794. {saddressed 
Dear Sir. 

I believe {I de not owe you a letter;but I owe te yeu 
regard and affection and thesedictate this friendly epistle.6 

It gave me great satisfaction, when [{ was at Cambridge, 
te find that you was attentive to your studies, and that 
the interval was filled with reading some useful beoks;- but 
among them I de not recollect that I saw that best ef books, 
the Bible . This ought by ne means to be neglected. It sheuld 
be the man ef your ceuncil and the ghide of your yeuth.If it 
sheuld net be generally read at Gollege this can be no good 
objection te its being daily read by you.-You are not so cen- 
- ceited as to cenceive that yeur reasen is a sufficient guide 
as to déspise instruction and te be taught of Gode=- To be 
a disbeliever in Ged and the Gospel of his Sen, however 
fashionable it may be in France,the Mother of fashions, I 
hepe it will never be the Vogue in the United States, or in 
any part thereef.- Avoid a multiplicity of College Aquaintance 
especially such as think it manly te ridicule the Scriptures, 
or neglect their studies,and devote themselves to their 
pleasures.e- you may treat all-with civility, and to this you 
will be led by your natural dispotion;-but? be intimate with 
few, and in making yeur choise be directed by their virtue, 
their attention to their studies, their goodness of dispositie 
and their regard for peace and good order. Youth are apt te th 
think themselves wiser than their teachers, andthis induces 
them te draw characters of their instructors, which are net 
the best likenasses of the Originals; and I dare say as seon 
almest as yeu was matriculated you was entertained with such 
Portraits.=- We do not cerdially receive instruction from 
these ef whem we have imbibed an unfavorable imprusstauxx= 
epinion; therefore pay ne regard te the smart , adroit 
characturists at Cellege;- but think faverably of its 
Officers , and Governers; and if any of them have some 
percularities, pass them by and make the most of such instrnu- 
ctien as they ( + )communicate, and be obiedient te the 


Laws e 
Yeu are placed in a family where you will receive the 
kindest treatment,- this you will repay by a constant 
te oblige Uncle and Aunt,& will make your- | 
agrable t hildren and thecwhole family,; 
l be tempted to indulge in eating , which is unfavorable te 
ply for A Hallus ciborum non est hallus liboroum.- Be 
temperatein your meals diligent in your studies, and virtous 
in your condus$- and may God bless and preserve you, Yrs 
Affacty. Wm. Ellery 
Present my leve te Frank Dana and his brethers and sisters. 
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Addressed te William E. Channing, Cambridge, Massachucetts. 
Newpert Jany. 29th 1795 
Dear Sir, 

Yeur Ma and [ and all yeur relations take it very 
unkindly that yeu have not favered ene ef us at least 
with avletter during the vacation. We do not deubt that yeur 
whele time has been usefully employed, but we regret that 
yeu did net steel a few minutes frem yeur Studies te tell us 
how you, our P@edriprid¢vde Cantabrigian, Medferdian ahd Lanc- 
aStrian friends did.-- 

[I do net recellect that I am in yeur debt, and te your 
mether you ewe ebligatiens which the mest dutiful and affectio 
ienate attention, and the most grateful services cannot cancel 
She hepes thatmamidst your severe, or more gentle studies ,yeu 
have net opmitted the study ef the Holy Scriptures; but that 
you daily attend to them, and make them the censtant guide of 
yeur youth.- 

When Adam had transgressed the cemands ef his Creatér, 
Gevernor,and Friendit was a part of his’ punishment that he 
Sheuld ebtain hie Bread by the Sweat ef his Brew all the 
days ef his life and the Spiritual Bread,the Bread ef Life, 
cannet be aquired but by a steady regard ef the Rulesef 
Scripture,~ in which way alone We may expect the Divine 
benediction.- 

The way ef wisdem and virtue is infested with therns 


and briars,and / with manifold temptatiens 


te indelence and vice arrisi frem the depravity of human 
Nature; These We must seduleusly 
exterpayt e, and these we must shun if we can, and if we 

' gannet we must resist with unabating resolutien.-If we suffer 
the former to grew, and the latter te enchant usit will be 

in vain that Paulhath planted the best of principles in eur 
yeuthful minds,and that Apyolles hath watered themfer we 
cannet rationally expect that God will give them te increase.-~ 
On the contrary the soil seftened by the allurements of vice 
will,afferd but an easier passage, and quicker grewth to 
briar and therns, and they will seen evertep,shade er sufficat 
those plants which bid fair te be plants of renewn. Therefore 
my grandsen get wisdem, get understanding, and especially the 
knewledge ef that Being whem te knew aright will net enly 
smeoth and irrfadiate the path ef Life Eternal. Where and hew 
this knewledge is te be obtained [. have ventured to suggest, 
and te animate yeu te eradicate the nexious weeds which will 
start up in the best ef minds. and te combat with manly and 
strong streng resolution the temptation te vace which will 
beset us in the course of Life.- Not frem ahy the mest distant 
SuSpicien ef yeur being ignérant ef the way that leads te true 
happiness, er ef any the least remisness in yeur study either 
in yeur duty te Ged or to men; but frem a sincere desire to 
premete yeur best interest, and because when [I requested your 
dear Mether te prepese the subject fer a letter to you, she 
mentioned that She hepes thatamidst ether beeks yeu weuld net 
ferget te read your Bible diligenhly,and that you weuld net 
cease to culfivate those seeds ef virtue and 
piety which yeur Uncle Henry had sewn in your Mind. She sends 
yeu tg his ThankBgiving Sermon, and desirea@ that after yeu 
and such ef the geed family as may chuse te read it shall 
have read it, yeu weuld send it te yeur brother Francis.-~ 


© 


5. 

She has enjeyed a geed measure ef healththis winter and I tee . 
have shared in this blessing. The weather hitherte has been | 
very mederate and the scorbutick humour whigh cenfined me last P 
Winterf# te my house has not confined me this. Your relations ) 
and friends are all well, and if this letter finds yeu, the 
Judge, his lady and their children, and eur ether Nerthern and 
Western Relatiens and Friends well it will be well. Edmund 
has reviewed Virgil, and entered upen Cicero's Orations, and i 
is assidfeus.- Your Ma has precured a warm waistceat te be 
made out ef a piece ef cloth which Mr. Dana intended fer young 
Fedtune. She theught his other was teo thin fer the seasen, 
and he is now snug,warm and hearty. 

This [I believe is the plainest, mest eld fashioned 
Epistle I ever wrote. [f yeu should not think it the werst 
I shall be glad. 

Give my affectionate regards toe the Chief Justice, 
and Mrs. Dana and akl their children. | 

With the best washes fer your health and happiness 

{ am sincerely 
Yrs 
: Wm. Ellery 

P.S. I shall expect an answer very. soon contg. imformation 
about your studies and our friends. 


Addressed to "Mr. William E. Channing, Cambridge 
Commonwealth ef Massachusetts. Honeured by Squire Stedman" 


Newpert Nov. 10th. 1796. 
Dear Sir, 

Yeur letter ef the 2lst. of Oct. last needed ne Apology, 
and indeed [I deubt whether in the happiest situation you weuld 
have composed a better.- yeu are ene ef the most favered men, 
fer amidst the ebullition of wit, and peals ef laughter, and 
emptiness ef brains you appear te be entirely cellected and 
attentive te your business,- and better still, with a bad pen 
and werse ink you have written a fairer and a more legible hand 
henés than I believe you ever did before. The lines ef your 
letter are too nearly straight and parallel, net up and dewn 
and zigzag as they used to be.- Wha} may net be expected, or 
rather what de you premise the epistle will be when you shall 
be retired and furnished with prepger implements fer writing? 

If there sheuld be a Bictionary ef physical laws,I 

think it eught to be in the Cellege Library. Perhaps a 
Dispen$afy might be ef seme #¢ use to you er a cemmon Dictiona 
ary. With these and yeur knowledge of the Greek and Latin 
Languages,I sheuld think you weuld be able to read the medical 
beeks recomended with understanding.~ I agree with Dr. Warren 
so far, that a clearer idea can be ebtained ef the human body, 
and I weuld add if it were te the point, ef any ether bedy , e 
er ebject, by an actual view than by written discriptions, 
but but why are cuts and explainations given in beoks.- are 
they intended te give imperfect ideas, and wrong notions ef th 
the parts of the human bedy and ef their dispositiona?.-I 
believe not, and altheugh the feregoing observation be just, 
yet + humbly conceheve great advantage may be derived from the 
written discriptions, and from geod beoks,~ HoweverI wish yeu 
may have an epportunity to attend diqections . Are nene made 
innCambridge? I had an epportunity at Philadelphia to see a 
¥egded waxen representation of a male and female human bedy.- 
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Ne.l. Addressed " Mr. William Channing 
New Lenden 
Cennecticutt " 
Forwarded by Mr. Stockton. 


Newport July leth. 1794 ae 
My dear Sir, 

Upon the receipt of your tincle's letter, your Ma ¢¢ 
censulted Mr. Regers, and here follows a copy of his note 
te her."The four Evangelists, Acts, Remans and the Epistles 
are required frem cantidates for Entrance into Cambridge 
University;- but in instances of such complete Iatin Schol- 

ars as I know William te be, I deubt net they would dispense 
with the Epistles previded he passes a goed examination in 
the three former viz Evangalists, Acts/{ & Remans." 

You have only to persue the Greek until the time ef 
admission with yeur usual application, and I will pledge my- 
self fer your henerable reception inte the besom of my alma 
mater. If there are in the Remans some things hard to be 
understeed in point of language as well as sentiment, and/y 
you can censtrue them I should think there would not be 
great difficulty in your censtruing thr Epistles, oapesses+y 
when I consider the progress you have made, ahd that it is 
net your mode to skim over thecsurface ef thingé. 

You must enter Gellege this year by all means, and 
hasten te ebtain an liberal education at an expence which wil 
be greatly diminished by the spontaneous effer of your ben- 
eveolent uncle’Dana. He will be a father, and his wife will be 
a mother to you, and if yeu should behave as well while you 
live with him as you have always done, and I have told him 
I am sure yeu will always do, and his valuable life should 
be centinued, it is highly prebable that his recommendation 
may place yeu in an advantageous situation when you shall 
have preceeded from College, - But the fairest prespects are 
not always attended with success.- We must take such measures 
as appear to be reasonable, be industrious, virtuous and 
pious, and leave the event to that Being who knows best how 
to dispose of us.- To his care I commend you, and am affecttie— 


ionately 
Yours 
Ellery. 
No.2. Addressed " Mr. William E. Channing 
Cambridge 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 


Newport 22nd - April 22nd 1795. 


Dear Sir, 

I received your letter without a date by your uncle 
Walter, and am happy to find that you impressions in a former 
letter were not true indicators of your feelings when you yWy7g 
wrote it. Indeed [I did not know very well how to reconsile 
them with that disposition of heart of which [ had found yeu 
te be so eminently possessed.- A man who is insensible te his 
faults will not endeavour to cerrect them, and he is not a 
friend who will not point them out whenever they eccur.- 
Physicians seme times gild the Pills which they administer te 
females, and if you sheuld be of that profession yeu may find 
it necessary, but I am neither a gilder nor a dauber and to 
persue the Metaphore, my patien?fg has too much firmess and 
good sense te refuse a dese which may prove beneficial, becau 
se it is either bitter te taste er cearsly put up.-- Seme 


Ze 
things, like the little beok administered toe St. John, | 
although as sweet as honey to the mouth, yet they make 
the belly bitter. Other things although exceedingly | 


unpalatable, yet are warming, tonic and invigorating. 


I am not offended by a few spots or blots which 
negligence hath drepped, er unwary human nature. This 
ebservation yeu will recollect te have seen in Horace , 
whem you are, it seems, now studying, and who theugh 
justly reprehensible for his objections, hath liberally 
disseminated threugh his Arte Postica, his Satires and 
his Epistles mestvexcellent maxims and rules ef life.- 

I have lent my Horace to I dent know who, and it has not 
been returned; etherwise I would have given yéu his 
ebservation in his ewn words,- you will find them in his 
Arte Poetica. 

But although a close attention to gridVY/thindd 
matters substantial may lead te inattention te small thingé, 
yet it is a fact that the latter tends to the neglect of 
things ef real importance; and it is as true that the 
happiness ef life consists in a number of little things, 
as that any portion of matter is infinately divisible, 
that ene hundred cents make a dollar, that habits are formed 
by degrees, or that a man's felicity consisteth net in the 
abundance whigh he possé@th. And let me add that nothing 
eught to be esteemed a trifle, an inattention to which may 
cause any degree ef unfairness. 

I wish I could study Homer and Xenophon with you fer I 
find , by now and then reading the Greek Testament with 


Edmunds, my memory is refreshed and I should be glad to 


recever a part at least of that sonorous beautiful language.- 
The present course of yeur studies is usefule Latin you are 
well eneugh aguainted with. Greek you will easily master. 
Mathematics, and natural Philosophy, are useful in every 
profession and eccupation, and therfore merit particular 
attention. English Grammar and Rhetéric, assist greatly in ; 
speaking and writing correctly persuasively and fercibly. 
Histery furnishes us with a knowledge of the customs & man- 
ners od former nations and people, the Revolutionsin 
gevermments, the progress of seciety, and is a pleasing 
and instructive Study.- The Revolution in France will, I 
hepe terminate in a centinuation ef gevernment faverable ; 
te Liberty and Public Happiness. This will ferm a closer j 
cennection between us and them , increase our mutual inter- 
ceurse and render a kmowledge ef their language more than a ; 
polite accomplishment,- highly benéficial.- | 
It gives me great satisfaction to be imformed(ef ) 7 

your behavior has recommended you to the esteem of the 
Govenoers of and the Sthdents in College and to the family 
where you reside, and that you bid fair te surpass the ex- 
pectations of all yeur friends. Go on my young friend and 
prosper! - I find by a letter of your mother's as well as 
by the relation of your uncle Walter, that you increase in 

) heady as well as of minde- The mind is the measure 


_statune of 
Vigorous health, and a plentiful table are great temptations. 


sana pets te indulged will de that by degrees Whigh a knif. 
piece © in a minute.- [ Say nething abeut your friends here 
pres pting my own family, because they will write to you by 
S eppertunity. We are all well and I expect to see yeu in 
copeee ef a few months.- Repeit my regards to J udge gi/g/ 


& Mrs. Dana and their children.I nam 


Yrs. 
WmeEllery 
P.S. Yeu say nething about the twe tickets 4 desired you 
te request Judge Daniels buy fer me. The lottery ih drawing 


Newpert October 21,1794. (Addressed to™Mr. William Channingy 

Dear Sir. 

I believe [I de not ewe you a letter;but I owe te yeu 
regard and affection and thesedictate this friendly epistle.6 

It gave me great satisfaction, when I was at Cambridge, 
te find that yeu was attentive to your studies, and that 
the interval was filled with reading some useful beeks;- but 
ameng them I de net recolect that I saw that best ef beeks, 
the Bible . This eught by ne means te be neglected. It sheuld 
be the man ef yeur ceuncil and the ghide ef yeur yeuth.If it 
sheuld net be generally read at Gellege this can be ne geod 
ebjection te its being daily read by yeu.-You are not soe cen- 
ceited as te cenceive that yeur reasen is a sufficient guide 
as te déspise instruction and te be taught ef Ged.- Te be 
a disbeliever in Ged and the Gespel ef his Sen, hewever 
fashionable it may be in France,the Mether ef fashions, I 
hepe it will never be the Vegue in the United States, or in 
any part thereef.- Aveid a multiplicity ef Cellege Aquaintance 
especially such as think it manly te ridicule the Scriptures, 
er neglect their studies,and devete themselves to their 
pleasures.- you may treat all with civility, and te this you 
will be led by your natural dispotion;-buty¥ be intimate with 
few, and in making yeur choise be darected by their virtue, 
their attention te their studies, their geedness ef dispositic 
and their regard fer peace and geed erder. Yeuth are apt te th 
think themselves wiser than their teachers, andthis induces 
them te draw characters ef their Instructers, which are net 
the best likenasses ef the Originals; and I dare Say as seon 
almest as yeu was matriculated yeu was entertained with such 
Portraits.- We de not cerdially receive instruction from 
these ef whem we have imbibed an unfavorably imprasszieuxxx 
epinion; therefere pay ne regard te the smart , adreit 
characturists at Cellege;- but think faverably of its 
Officers , and Geverners; and if any of them have seme 
percularities, pass them by and make the most of such instru- 
ctien as they ( )communicate, and be ebiedient te the 


Laws. 

Yeu are placed in a family where you will receive the 
kindest treatment,- this you will repay by a constant 
dispesition te eblige your Uncle and Aunt,& will make your- 
self agrable te their children and thecwhole family, :Wigte/¥¢¥ 
/ / In a family wheve you 

1 be tempted t in eating , which is unfavorable te 
po fer A est hallus liboreum.- Be 
temperatein yeur meals diligent in yeur studies, and virtous 
in yeur condug$- and may God bless and preserve you, Yrs 
Affacty. Wm. Bllery 
Present my leve te Frank Dana and his brethers and sisters. 
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Addressed to "iir. william 5. Channing, Cambridge 
Commonwealth of ilassachusetts. Honeured by Squire Stedman” 


Newpert Nov. 10th. 1796. 
Dear Sir, 
Your letter of the 2lst. of Oct. last needed no Apology, 
and indeed [ deubt whether in the happiest situation you would 
have composed a better.- you are one of the most favored men, 
for amidst the ebullition of wit, and peals of laughter, and 
emptiness of brains you appear te be entirely collected and 
attentive to your business,- and better still, with a bad pen 
and worse ink you have written a fairer and a more legible ) 
hané; than [ believe you ever did before. The lines of your 
letter are too nearly straight and parallel, not up and dewn 
and zigzag as they used toe be.- Whats may not be expected, or 
rather what de you premise the epistie will be when you shall 
be retired and furnished with propger implements fer writing? 
If there sheuld be a Dictionary ef physical laws,IfI 
think it eught to be in the College Library. Perhaps a 
Dispen$ary might be of seme #g use to you or a common Dictiona 
arye With these and yeur knowledge of the Greek and Latin 
Languages,{ sheuld think you weuld be able to read the medical 
beeks recomended with understanding.~ I agree with Dr. Warren 
so far, that a clearer idea can be obtained of the human body, 
and I would add if it were to the peint, of any ether body , o 
er object, by an actual view than by written discriptions, 
but but why are cuts and explainations given in beoks.- are 
they intended to give imperfect ideas, and wrong notions ef th 
the parts of the human bedy and ef their dispositiona?.-I 
believe not, and altheugh the foregoing observation be just, | 
yet + humbly conceteve great advantage may be derived from the 
written discriptions, and from geod beoks,- HoweverI wish yeu 
may have an eppertunity to attend digections . Are none made 
innCambridge? I had an opportunity at Philadelphia to see a 
sdddd waxen representation of a male and female human beday.- 


| 
= 
- 


6. 

The external and internal parts and their disposition were, 
as tha Surgeon said whe exhibited them, were exactly comfern- 
able to Hature. The Therax was made up ef parts put tpgether 
in such a manner as te be easily epened, and upen epening it 
the internal parts all appeared in their prepyer places and 
preportionea. The principle ergans were taken eut,that a near 
view might he had ef them, and the Surgeen, whe owned these 
Reproductions,gave his audience an ingenious lecture en their 
uses, andon the human economy.- If there werexsuch in the 
College I believe as much might be learned frem a view of them 
and perhaps mere, than from the distction of a real bedy; - 
for beside the disgust which attends the view ef the latter, [I 
imagine it is obscured by the bleod and juices which suffuce 
many ef the parts en that accasion.~- The first may by use be 
overcome,- but the latter I suspect cannot be prevented.If 
there should be no objections in Cambridge Dr. Warren I sheuld 
think,weuld, upon application admit you to attend them in 
Bostene- I think there is a geed Skeleton in your Museun. 
Seme Advantaged may be made frem a view of that.- If we can- 
net have all the opportunities we could wish te obtain 
knowledge, the only way is to make the best use ef such as we 
can have.- 

Toe knewledge and practice of our duty will afferd the 
greatest happinesste eurselves,and be useful to oethers.- What 
Bhink you ef the public geod being the principle ef morality? 


An$¥time spent in bed mere than eneugh to recruit nature 
is net enly unhealthful but mumerai immoral.- You are attached 
te a bed, and hew are yeu te get rid ef this Attachment. Eat n 
ne Supper er sup early and sparingly and ge te bed early. 
Eating plentiful and late suppers preduce unquiet sleep, night 
mare and what not, and these are attended by stupid, heavy 
feelings in the morning, which we expect to get rid ef by a 
little mere sleep, a little more slumber, a little more foldin 
ing of the handsto Sleep,- and thus a useful part, the most 
useful parte of time is dezedaway, Peverty persues with her 
meagre haggard train; or bloated indelence with the Hype, and 
all the Terrors of a diserdered fancy,frem which the geod 

Lerd deliver tise-~ A long walk tewards evening dispeses to 
rest seundly;# if the weather will not admit ef this exer- 
sise, saw weed, or dance.e~ It is seund sleep which refreshes. 
Dr. Elliot did net wish to be in bed more than five or six 
hours. [asked him how he satisfied with sleep ef se short 
centinuance. He answered that he believeé@ he could sleep as 
much in five er six hours,as mest peeple did in eight or nine; 
and se may you if yeu fellew the feregeing prescription. 
Censider how much time yeu will save in this way,-and hew much 
knewledge, hew much health, and how much happiness yeu will 
gain and de not I beseach yeu sleep ever this advice.- I do x¢ 
net wender that universal ideas dent break your rest. Univer- 
Sal terms there are;~ but all eur ddeas are particular. Such 
speculations are net highly useful.- Shert and seunisleep is 
inf better.- [f this letter sheuld net preduce it I shall 
be mistaken. May yeu always preserve a seund mind in a seund 
bedy, and xmgtinszx ventless Galligaskins. My regards te all 
friends Uncle and Aunt Stedman have a nice time of it. 

Yrs ,affacty. 


Wm Ell 
{signature tern) 
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Addressed te "Mr. Wm. E. Channing. Oambridge " oe, 


Newpert January 29th. 1797/ 1797 
Dear Sir, 

I have nething in view at present in writing, but te 
ebtain the pleasure ef seen perusing anether ef your enter- 
taining Letters. - Whether yeur letters be the result ef 
design, er start from the spur ef the eccasion they deserve 
cemmendatien, and hewever I may be naturally dispese ensure 
I believe yeu have feund me net averse te bestew praise when i 
it is merited.- After this yeu.will I trust suffer me te men- 
tien that in neither ef yeur letters by ifr. Alston did you say 
anyone-eof the family where you reside.- 

@ Single word about any one of 

We conclude from your silence that tgey were all well.- I 
regret your disappointment abeut a scheol; but if half the 
advantages may be derived frem the selitude which the vacatiaq” 
has breught te yeu, that Zimmerman attributes se poetically te 
that cenditien ef exist@nce, it will have a happy influence on 
yeur mind and heart.- The mede in which yeu prepesed te pass 
the Vacation will be attended with geod censequences. If by it 
you sheuld net learn any new truth. Old enes will thereby be 
well established in yeur memory.-- It is said there are few 
leading Truths.There number I do net recgglect te have seen 
ascertained by any Writer. 4t has cest ye years te learn 
ene. ou certainly cannet mean that yeu have learned no mere 
than efile in that time.- If yeu leek back and cempare the state 
ef yeu mind when yeu entered College with its present state 
you will find that yeur scientific stere has been considerably 
augunented. 

Reading without reflection to be sure would be ef littls 
er ne advantage. It would be like an attempt te fill a sieve 
er the vessels ef the Danaife@®)with water;- but it is almest 
impessible te read witheut seme reflection; especially beeks 
which require attention, and if anything sticks se much is 
retained which may be cenverted te seme geed use.- However 
{ weuld net insinuate that such beoks as yeu read may be 
run threugh, er that deep reflection te 

ject 


£/J$dht/divdidd eught net te be empleyed on the subjects 
ef yeur studies.- The first would be a less of time, the last 


Will be attended with the advantages you mention.~ There is ne 
such thing I believe as a selitary, iselated truth.- The laws 
by which beth the natural and meral werld are geverned, are 
all cennected. The knewledge ef ene leads te the knowledge of 
anether. Thence¢knewledge is pregressien.- But step! such inm- 
perfect beings as we are cam knew enly in part.~ Our great 
business is te learn what will be usefulZ te eurselves and 
ethers.- and this is te be gained partly frem our ewn ebserva- 
tien and partly from the experience of others.- If half ef the 
beeks which have been written were distreyed, it weuld be well 
fer the werld.- Of this I am sure, if three feurths ef the 
ideas I have received frem reading were te be instantly and 
entirely expunged from mind I sheuld rejeice. They enly 
serve te interupt my centemplations. -They start up and appear 
in the. best cempany my mind can furnishand they are Jrpix¥id¢y / 
se impertinent that althe I kick them eut they will return and 
plague me with their visits.~ [I f I had as geed a cemind ever 
them as the geed Centurian had ever his Seldiers it woul) be 
mere bat tell them te go they went budge,and 


8. 
there is ne getting rid ef seme ef them without a dewnright 
quarrel, and throwing everything inte cenfusgion.- A cempari- | 
tively small number ef well selected beeks i8 eneugh. There is 
ne end ( ) when an itch fer it is indulged. There is a 
caceche----- (tern)as well as a scribendi. Lest yeu sheuld thXz7 
thinkmI wa --(tern)with the latter, althe I wish yeu may when 
yeu epen this hasty piece, be stimulated by the fermer, [ 
shall after referring you te the bearer fer an acceunt ef the 
cenditien ef yeur friends here ,subscribed myself 
Yeur affecte. friend 

Wme Ellery 


Addressed te "Mr. William E. Channing Cambridge Massachu- 
setts 
Mewpert May 2nd. 1798 


Dear Sir. 
This BY¥édtignh/ddy is Election day. All is hubbub & I hav 
not time te answer yeur letter fully.-~ 
I think yeu are well calculated fer an instructor in 
Righteusness , and if the Divine Previdence sheuld direct yeu 
te and place yeu in the desk.[ think yeu will make a shining 
Light altheugh yeu should net be placed in a golden candle- 
stick. Indeed utility more than money ought te influence us; 
though a little of that stuff as Nat Gardfner, Mr. Dana ean gi 
give yeu his character , used to say was necessary, necessary 
te give the conveniences of Life, and to keep us clear frem 
the spatterings ef seme Mans dunghill; but he who depends up- 
en it, would find that it weuld preve an Egyptian reed which 
weuld snagpand pierce him under the fifth rib.- I knew you are 
Jet avaricious; but [I trust yeu have a due share of laudable 
ambitien, and if yeu should become a Minister of the greatest 
ef Menarchs, the King of Kings, [ ceuld wish you might be a 
Minister ef a large pepuleus , wealthy tewn ; because you wgpl 
weuld in such axStatien be mere likely to exert and display 
your abilities than in a mere cénfined situation.-But perhaps 
you might be as happy in a Geuntry Village with a few acres ef 
land te impreve fer exerGise, fresh air te,breath, and a 
little light, neat wife with her shert white gewn black shibt 
etc. te superintend the family, and selace and cheer yeu with 
her cenversation, as in a large city, cenfined air, and a 
lefty Mansion.- Where ver, and in whaf$ business seever yeu 
may be , may the Great Shepard ef [Isreal feed, pretest and 
suppert yeul 
Yeu are reading Hume's Histy. ef England. [t is a fine 
piece ef histerical cempesition, but I believe he is not se 
faithful and impartial as the dry Rapin.- Henry's histery [I 
prefer; altheugh it is net written in the elegant style of 
Hume. I prefer it for its arrangement , and perhaps [ may be 
prejudicedin its faver on acceunt ef its being reccemended by 
the late Ld. Mansfiel@&.- they whe do net write the histery ef 
the times in which they live, must depend upen traditioner 
their Predecessers fer the facts they relate .- They can enly 
arrange and adern them. Tacitus is remarkable ameng the Latina 
+fer that sagacity yeu speak ef -- and Livy was a painter .He 
Rebertsen arranges his matter justly , and mixes simplicity 
with ornameht in a masterly manner.- [ admire his history of 
Charles f7¢h Fifth.- But I am not clear that he has dene 
ustice te Mary Queen ef Scetts,- and his histery ef Seuth 
rica seems te have tee much the air of a Remance.- 
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Addressed te "Mr. William E. Channing” Cambridge Hassachu- 
setts 
Hewpert lay 2nd. 1798 
Dear Sir. | 

This BY¥ddtidh/ddy¥ is Election day. All is hubbub & I hav 
not time to answer your letter fully.~ 

I think yeu are well calculated for an instructor in 
Righteusness , and if the Divine Providence sheuld direct you 
to and place yeu in the desk.I think you will make a shining 
Light altheugh you should net be placed in a golden candle- 
stick. Indeed utility more than money eught to influence us; 
though a little of that stuff as Nat Gardfgner, Mr. Dana aan gi 
give yeu his character , used to say Was necessary, necessary 
to give the conveniences of Life, and to keep us clear from 
the spatterings ef some Mans dunghill; but he who depends up- 
on it, would find that it weuld prove an Egyptian reed which 
weuld snagpand pierce him under the fifth rib.- I know you are 
Yet avaricious; but I trust you have a due share of laudable 
ambition, and if you should become a ifinister of the greatest 
of Monarchs, the King of Kings, I ceuld wish you might be a 
Minister ef a large populous , wealthy tewn ; because you wéfl 
would in such axStation be more likely to exert and display 
your abilities than in a more cénfined situation.-But perhaps 
you might be as happy in a Geuntry Village with a few acres of 
land te improve fer exerdise, fresh a.jr to,breath, and a 
little light, neat wife with her shert white gown black shitt 
etc. te superintend the family, and selace and cheer yeu with 
her cenversation, as in a large city, confined air, and a 
lefty Mansion.- Where .ver, and in business seever yeu 
may be , may the Great Shepard of Isreal feed, protest and 
suppert yeul 

Yeu are reading Hume's Histy. ef England. It is a fine 

piece ef histerical cempesition, but I believe he is net se 
faithful and impartial as the dry Rapin.~- Henry's histery [I 
prefer; although it is not written in the elegant style of 
Hume. I prefer it for its arrangement , and perhaps I may be 
prejudicedin its faver on acceunt of its being reccemended by 
the late Ld. Mansfielf&.- they who do not write the histery ef 
the times in which they live, must depend upen traditioner 
their Predecessers for the facts they relate .- They can only — 
arrange and adern them. Yacitus is remarkable among the Latina 
>for that sagacity yeu speak of -- and Livy was ainter .He 
Rebertsen arranges his matter just , and mixes simplicity 
with ernameht in 5 wnaeiiaeane.. { admire his history of 
‘Charles #74 Fifth.- But I am not clear that he has done 
ustice te Mary Queen ef Scetts,- and his histery ef Seuth 
erica seems te have tee much the air of a Romance .— 


z 


| 
Read fer yeurself,reflect upen what yeu read , and exercise 


yeur ewn judgement. I express enly my peer epnien.- 
We are applying te Cengress fer a defence ef eur 


 harbeur, and have much at heart the making ef a Jdidwdy/ 


Causeway acress Hewlands Ferry; but whether Cengress will 
undertake it er net is uncertain.~ Witheut a safe and easy 
passage te this [sland frem the Main, we cannet se,reasenably 
expect assistance frem Massachusetts.- If France ge te war 
against us they will e a first and capital peint te take 
d secure the passesion ef the harbeur & Island. They know 
eir advantages well\- when they were here,they considered 
the fert en @eat Island , new called Fert Wolcott, and a 
battery en Rese [sland, with 6 or 7 Line of battle,which 
with those ferts fermed a curviliniar battery, a sufficient 
defence against any British Naval ferce, while their treeps 
weuld prevent anynef Britain frem landing. 

We have still a number whe seem te be ebstinately 
attached te the French netwithstanding the dispat---(tern) 
eur Envoys. {t is dificult te subdue eur prejudices . 

I am apprehensive of gyr fer our Enveys, and heartily 
wish them safe home.- 4 am glad the Judge did nat gé. I know 
that he weuld net have suffered himself te be drawn frem the 
line ef prudehce by French cajoling er menace; but they weulé 
have hurt his feelings and hid health. 

You willread him this page .~ I prepese te wait upen 
your mether te Gemmencement if nething ddd bode / adverse shoul 
eccur.- In the meantime write te me..- 

Present my affectionate regards to Judge and Mrs,D¢/ 
Dana,to Mathha,Edmund,to Francis when you and the little girls 
and believe me to be 
with great esteem 
Yr. friend Wm. Ellery 


5end the letter directly 
to Mr. Stedman by a private opportunity if one should seon off 


effer, if net by the stage or Post. 


Addressed to “William Channing Richmond State of Virginia" 


Newpert April 13th. 1799 


Dear Sir: 

I acknewledge with pleasure and gratitude the receipt 
ef yeur dateless letter and ef the feur sticks ef Tebacce whic 
which acempanied it. Twe ef them I delivered te your brother 
Francis, and ene ef these he will send by the Cutter, which is 
new here, te your Uncle Henry. [ have net yet tasted, but I 
have smelt the tebacce , and I believevitiwill preve te be ¢¢¢ 
geed. Yeu are indeed fortunate net te be in the practice ef 
chewing tebacce. Te say no werse of it it is a nasty practice. 
and like seme ether things which are disagreable in the first 
use ef them , when the use ef tebacce becemes habitual it is 
almest impessible te relinquish it . There is net an inviolabl 
cegnection between Bebacce and Gregg; but I have ebserved that 
the great drinkers ef Gregg, are generally great chewers ef 
Tehacce. I ceuld account I believe fer this py 
but if weuld take up tee much ef my paper.- [ am happy te hear 
that amidst the luxury ef Richmend you are riggedly temperate, 
and that yeu prefer teast and water te gregg and whisky.- 

Yeu say nething ef Wine. I suppese yeu take a little new and 


en fer the stemach's sake, ascthe judicieus and 
advised young Timethy te de. — 
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Adaressed to "William 


Newpert April 135th. 1799 
Dear Sir: 

I acknowledge with pleasure and gratitude the receipt 
of your dateless letter and of the four sticks of Tebacce whic 
which acempanied it. Twe of them I delivered to your brother 
Francis, and ene ef these he will send by the Cutter, which is 
new here, to your Uncle Henry. I have not yet tasted, but I 
have smelt the tobacce , and I believevitiwill preve te be ¢¢¢ 
geed. You are indeed fortunate not to be in the practice of 
chewing tebacce. Te say no worse of it it is a nasty practice. 
and like seme other things which are disagreable in the first 
use of them , when the use of tebacce becomes habitual it is 
almest impossible te relinquish it . There is not an inviolabl 
cegnection between BFebacce and Grogg; but I have ebserved that 
the great drinkers ef Gregg, are generally great chewers ef 
I ceuld account I believe fer this py 
but if would take up teo much of my paper.- I am happy te hear 
that amidst the luxury of Richmond you are riggeadly temperate, 
and that you prefer teast and water te gregg and whisky.- 

You say nothing ef Wine. I Suppese you take a little now and 


then for the stemach's sake, ascthe judicieus and pious Paul 
advised young Timothy te dos 


C ing: Richmond State of rginia 
: 


+ 
g> 
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10. 

Ia 

[I am happy te find that yeu are pleased with the Prefession 
you have chesen.- Persue those studies and exergi@es which 
elevate, expand and enoble the mind, and may the Lord give you 
understanding in all things = [I have read Leland. [f I remen- 
ber rightly he reselves the Damen ianism mentioned in the 
Gespels into bedily indisposition,- I believe he is wreng in 
this instance, and that the damoniacs of that time were as 
literally possessed with Devils as werecthe Gadarens Hogs.- 
This Wiew er Review of the Dettls(?) if carefully read and 


Z attended to might be beneficial to the readers of Gedwin.His 


A 


4 


4 


Saw je) 


pelitical justiceYafter the manner of the French Philosephers. 
I am net aquainted with his moral character; but Cenderget, 
whe was full in the idea ef the perceptiablity of human nature 
/ turned out to be an infamous, inhuman, ungre&éful 


rascal 


~ 


- 


~ 


patron and his friend the eld Duke de Rochefaucault te be 
didindigd assassinated; because his political sentiments were 
tee moderate fer the taste of that Philesepher.I déspise 
french philesephists. Their system gees to the distruction of 
all gevernment and all morality.- [I wish the poorer sort of 
the Gedwinites & Jacebinites would push heme upon their rich 
leaders in the dectrines ef perfectability & equalization the 
necessity ef a ce ity ef Geeds, in erder te a consistancy of 
cenduct with principle. This would make a division among them; 
fer I believe I may cenfidently say that these is net a rich 
man ef these principles whe would share his property with the 
peer of the pretended Fraternity. He might perhaps say be ye 
warmed, be ye clethed; but net a cent unless fer the purpose 
ef elections, er te carry seme other faverite point.-, The 
principles refered to deigffical , and while men are abserbed 
in luxury, and entertain such high netiens ef human nature in 
general, and ef themselves in particular, they will net listen 
with attention to the sekf-denying deoctrinea of the Gospel, 
submit to that suberdination which is essentialy¥ to erder and 
happiness and will eppose themselves ever te the government of J 
Jehovah.- Fe stand firm in the midst ef such characters 
reguires a great degree of religious fertitude, but I trust 
persecution is net necessary te perserve your integrity or 
enkindle yeur Zeale ~ The rock en which the true church ef 
Christ is built is net to be everturned by vielence, or by 


undermining. It ig.a menument which "non imbere 
nen esit diruere, aut inmimerabilis 
Annorum series et fuga tempevyun,'- 


I do net altegether agree wit you that the stake and faggot 
are more favorable to the chkrch,than Liberty ef Censcience 
and the mest unlimited teleration. That the bleed ef the 
Martyrs may in seme periods have been useful te the dissemin- 
ation ef religion I have ne deubt, ner de [I deubt thatbthe 
Stake & fagget will be employed to answer the purpeses of the 
Geverner ef the Werld when he shall judge prop er; But a free 
enquiring inte the truths ef Christianity I think tends te 


= 
a = 


il. 
establish themand I have ne netien at present ef being whipt 
er burnt inte Religien. [I dent think with Fergusen that the 
pursuit ( ) a geed & net the pessessien ef it censtitutes 
happiness. Te be always pwyrsuing and never te ebtain it is 
net happiness. There a-( ) of happiness in the pregress ef 
Knowledge, and Virtue. We shall if we are pieus ( T ern ) 
This pregress er pyrsuit be entertained with happiness threugh 
eut an eternal ceurse. [t will net be merely the p@rsuit ef a 
geed; but a geed will censtantly attend ug; 
E am glad that between yeu and yeur 
schelars that mutual cenfidence which fl atien weuld . 
prebably everthrew.~- If yeu sheuld have ameng yeur few schel- 
ars an ebstinate lad whem private remenstance and admenitien 
weuld net reclaim, it weuld be much better te dismiss hin, 
than te attempt te whip him inte erder.-~ Children whe are se 
yeung as net te be capable ef receiving the admonitions ef 
reason are to be governed by the rod, Spare the rod , and 
spoil the child is a maxim for such children but was not 
intended for boys or girl s who know good from evile=- Shame 
sometimes will answer a geod purpose, and has been [I believe 
successfully employed in schools;- but there are some beys 
are insensible to what others would esteem disgraceful.-The 
best way te gain the assendancy , and té& suppert them by a 
Steady, and uniferm affectionate conduct.- 
4am with great regards 

We are all well Yrs. Wm. Ellery 


Addressed te " Revd. William E. Channing Besten 
Hend. by Mr. Randelph" 
Newpert aAugt. lst. 1804. 


Revd. a@& Dear Sir; 
[ sincerely thank yeu fer yeur kind letter by 
my sen, and my thanks are due te Divine Previdence fer the 


health and spirits I have enjeyed with but a son interuptions 
threugh a le ceurse of years. 

These/Supperted me agmist some severe afflictions and 
I hepe will Gentinue to Support me , and that [ shall never 
dispond although thecsituatien and cenduct of seme of my 
mearest relatives have been and are such as te wound my feel- 
ings deeply at times, and I see ne prespect of their beceming 
better. 

My great censelatien is that in general [I have p#e-_ 
formed my duty te my children; but when I think ef the 
Situation ef ene ef them and the cenduct ef another clouds 
darken the evening of — life, and forbid uninterupted repose. 

I am not ef a complaining temper, and I believe that [ 
Shall net lament thats have survived my usefullness. Indeed 
when [ leek back en life, and censider what little I have dane 
fer the benefit of others, as well as fer my own, I seem te 
have been an unprofitable servant.- 

If in the early part of the educatien of my grandchildr™ 
they sheuld have derived any advantage frem my cenversation 
and instructien, I Sheuld esteem myself amply rewarded by 
their gratitude, and the theught ef having rendered them 
Seme service.- The improvements that seme of them have made 
ef their time and talents and are making have and will render 
them respectable and useful, and have reflected, and willl 
reflect heneur en their grandfather.- 
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Cambridge, Nov. 25. 1802. 


Honored Sir. 


After the fatgues of preaching and laboring under a seve~ 


cold, I can at aga write nothi more than is necessary to give 
you a view of the expence of education in this place. The price 
of commons is o $1. aa pr week,of tuition about $4 pr qr, of room 


t uarter. 
vas charges for the Librarian, stewad, sweepers, catalogubs ete .anount 


to$2.50 or $3 .pr qt. Wood,candles,&c you can estimate yourself 
hours being nearly the same here & in Newport,taking into view a 
chum who will pay half these expences. You must observe, however 
that in the first year it is difficult to get a room in College ,& a 


room in tom will cost $1,pr week,making 50 cts.for each occupant. 
Board in a family will cost $3 ,pr week; but those who live in toma 


may still board in Commons. Washing will cost $20,pr amum. MI ka 
know not that I have omitted any articles ,if I have Francis can proba- 
bly supply the deficiency. 

With much respect 


Yr affectionate grandson 
W.ZChanning. 


(  Ebdorsed by Wy Ellery. ) 


" W.E.Channing concerning 
the expences of a College education 
education. Nov. 25th, 1802. 


1.66 Eo 
1.50 at. 6. 
pr qt. 12. 
20% vr yr. commons o0. 
pr week 26. 

176 .32- 
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705.28 
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Addressed te “ Revd. William E. Channing Beston 
Hende by Mr. Randolph" 

Newpert Augte lst. 1804. 

Revd. a#& Dear Sir; 

{I sincerely thank yeu fer your kind letter by 
my sen, and my thanks are due te Divine Providence for the 
health and spirits I have enjoyed with but a few interuptions 
threugh a Longo ceurse ef years. 

These/sSupperted me seme severe afflictions and 
I hepe will Gontinue te supvort me , and that [ shall never 
dispond although thecsituation and conduct of seme of my 
mearest relatives have been and are such as te wound my feel- 
ings deeply at times, and I see no prospect of their beceming 
better. 
My great censelation is that in general I have p#i._— 
formed my duty te my children; but when I think ef the 
situation ef ene ef them and the cenduct ef another clouds 
darken the evening ef my life, and forbid uninterupted repose. 

I am net ef a cemplaining temper, and I believe that [ 
Shall not lament thataY have survived my usefullness. Indeed 
when I leek back on life, and censider what little I have déne 
for the benefit of others, as well as for my own, I seem te 
have been an unprefitable servant. 

If in the early part of the education of my grandchildar™ 
they sheuld have derived any advantage from my cenversatien 
and instruction, I Ssheuld esteem myself amply rewarded by 
their gratitude, and the theught of having rendered them 
Seme service.- The improvements that seme of them have made 
eof their time and talents and are making have and will render 
them respectable and useful, and have reflected, and willl. 
reflect heneur on grandfather. 


j 


12. 


i think wity os that divinity is the mest impertant stut— 

study, and I wish [I had begun it mere early in life . [ sheuld 
then have a much better Theelegian than I 
dare new pretend to » and prebably a much better man. [ 
study little.-I read pe& saltum, exciMfing ene beek, and that I 
read steadily, and endeaveur te understand it ; but there are 
in it seme things which are hard te understand even by the 
pieus;- as yeu have prebably experienced. Te write upen the 
subject ef divinity weuld take up much time, and could net ey¢ 
exen be sketched in the cempass of a letter. If yeu had pre- 
pesed any question subject [ weuld have attempted te answer it 
[ am imfermed that yeu study tee hard. Remember that yeur 
usefulness depends very much en yeur health, and that your 
feeble habit cannet endure leng, continued attention.- geu 
Sheuld , especially at this debilitating seasen, take a large 
Share of moderate exercise, ride frequently inte the ceuntryé& 
inbibe exygenic air, ge to bed early,not exceeding 10 e'click 
and rise by 6.- net preach mere that twice in a week, and 
never in the evening,- and exchange with your ceuntry breth- 
eren, aS often aS may be agreable to them, and yeur parish- 
iemers.- 
Religieus exer@iges are carring on here in season and 
out ef seasen.- There are weekly lectures, and cenferences, 

and unweazed efferts te gain seme te the side ef Christianity, 
and several have entered the pale ef theCaurch.- Mr. Tenny has 
returned, and I am teld will settje here. He is a zealeus 
Minister.e~- I have heard him preach ence. He appears te be 
enthusiastic, and net quite se medest as becemes a yeung man, 
and especially a yeung Minister. I believe enthusiasts are apt 
te be beld, and perhaps cemceited.- and this, censidering 

the depravity ef mankind, deth net appear te be unnatural. 

Fee althe' the Christian sheuld be humble, and net think tee 
highly ef himself, yet the man whe cenceives he is admitted 

te a mere frequent & familar cemmunicatien with Ged than ether 
men, may be apt te thank that he is net like that Publican.- 
Hew this ebservatein is just judge yeu. I hepe I have 
mistaken the character ef Mr. Tenny.- The parishieners ef the 
late Dr. Hepkins, particularly the female part ef them, are it 
seems, charmed by, er with him.- I wish that, the harmeny which 
seemed te be taking place, since Mr. Hepkinsodeath may centin- 
ue between the twe Parishes; tpt [ have my deubts & fears.- 

I am glad te hear that yeu are se happily demesticated. 

I shall visit yeu in the fall if my health sheuld be centinued 
In the meantime write te me, when yeu cannet find better 
empleyment.- With leve te yeur Ma, and all the family I 
centinue te be affectionately Yrs. Wm. Ellepy 


Aunt Walter gets better slewly,- 

Nanny Lapells walks abeut,and was last Thursday at my heuse.- 
Geerge is well but cemplaining ef being neglected by hié 
brethéeren & sisters. 

When yeu see your Aunt Nanpytell her we are all well,- and 
that we may white wash seon.- 


Penciled by W? F.C.(?) “Karly Ministry" 
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Hon William Ellery Esq 
Newport 


y 
Boston. Feb 16 « 


Dear Sir 
I have enclosed to you two sermons delivered et the 

ordination of Mr. Lowell. I will thank you to accept one, and 
to send the other to Mr Patten. You will see from them that 
our standard of divinity does not entirely correspond with yours. 
It is cleer thet we cannot all be right. The great question then 
offers whether any deviete so far from truth as to be disqualified 
for the blessings of the Gospel, or whether any of the errors of 
the day necessery imply a temper opvosed to the spirit of the 
Gospel, é¢/wKétKér It seems to be unversally granted, that the 
state of the heart & effections is the great point by which an 
interest in the redemption of Xl is to be decided; & sentiments 
are no further important than they involve, imply & cherish a 
state of heart - Now can we say of the common errors which prevail 
in the Christian world, that they cannot coexist with a penitent, 
a vious, a benevolent spirit? Unless we can prove a clear Féténitardé 
Pédémy revugnance between certain sentiments, & the spirit of the 
Gospel, such a repugnance as forces us to conclude that he who holds 
the sentiments cannot possess the spirit, are we authorized to declare 
the sentiments demnable. An essential docterine seems to be one which 
is necessary to the existance of Xsan love, or is necessarily imolied 
in the temper. I cannot therefore cherge a man with damnable heresy, 
unless I see that his sentiments prove an opposite temper, or at 
least exclude the exercises of Christien love -- If this be just are 
we not called to be cautious in judging of the character, while we 
are free in condemning the opinions of others. May we not love the 
heart, when we think voorly of the head of our neighbor As you are 
fond of sveculation, I have thrown out these ideas, not so much to 
express what I think myself, es to get own of this interesting 
subject. I want to know what in general constitutes a doctrine 
essential, what is implied in the idea of an essential docterine; 
IT have given above some thoughts upon the point. If it will be 
agreable to you to pursue the subject, I should be much gratified -- 
We are all tolerably well. The winter has been an unsteady one, 
but on the whole it may be called mild -- Our politicians are all 
alive to the great events which agitate the world. We all want 
to feel more than we do, that the Lord reigneth-- Spring is fast 
evoroeching, & it seems already to have sent a soft breeze to 
announce its evvoroach. Among the vleasure which the season will 
bring, we anticipate a visit from you. We hear that the winter 
still keeps you vrisoner, - we shall be hanvy to hear that your 
chains of forst, ice & snow are melted - I have not asked the 
femily what I shall say to you for them, but without such enquirey, 
I feel authorized to send their love & respects. Will you remember 
me affectionately to yr femily and all my friends-- 

r 

yY affectionate & obédient Grandson 


WE Chenning-= 
Rev. W E Channing 
dated Feby. 16 ) 


recd Feb. 24 ) 1806 
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13. 
Addressed te " Revd. Wm. E. Channimg Besten Massachusetts" 


Newpert June 10th. 1806 
Dear Sir, 

I feund by yeur letter ef May that I had net 
altegether mistaken your standard ef Divinity. It appeared t 
te me te deal tee much in generals, and net te exhibit what 
I held te be fundamental dectgrines ef Christianity; but en 
the centrary te andulge a variety ef sentiments witheut ¥y77 
bringing them te the test ef Scripturete try their values. 

Te be sure this mede ef standard making,mightily fd¥¢7/ 
favers liberality ef sentimentnet tp say free-thinking. 

Phere is but ene correct system ef Divinity, and that 
is centained in the scriptures.~- what is net therein express 
ly declafred; er fairly to be inferéd therefrem ia@ human, dy 
and by censequence inperfect; and incerrect. It is by ne 
means admissable that because there may be pieus men in 
every deneminatien, the System generally embraced by that 
deneminatien is sufficiently cerrect; ner is the temper, tye 
apparent temper of the heart, the enly test which we fallibl@ 
mertals can apply te Dectrines.- We cannet indeed know the 
characters ef men, but by their cenduct; but may we net be 
decleved here? We may deceive eurselves, and ethers, and 
may be deceived. We are cemmanded te search thevScriptures, 
which cannet deceive us.-~- 

The Christian System was deubtless intended te pre- 
duce the leve ef Ged, and ef Man;- but te leve Ged and Man 
as we pught is it net necessary that we sheuld entertain 
just ideas ef the meral attributes ef Ged, of the depravity 
ef man,- ef the atenment ef Christ, and the influences ef 
the Hely Spirit? Pessessed ef a due sense ef eur depravity 
by the aid ef the Hely,Spirit we shall be led te seek for 
refuge frem the justice ef Ged.This we can ne~where find 
but in the atenement made fer sin,net by a creature but by 
the Sen ef Ged, and this te an illuminated mind will exhibit 
an infinitude ef benevelence, which will excite ardent leve 
ef Ged and 6@ Man.- 

Althe' the temper ef heart which men may exhibit in 
their cenduct is net in my epinien thevenly test ef the ¢7¢/t/ 
truth ef dectrines; yet that the temper ef the heart, mean- 
ing by that expression, that hely principle imparted in re- 
generation, is the ene thing useful in erder te acceptance 
With Gedwill net be denied; fer it is scriptualy but can it 
bethenge inferred that in imparting a principle ef Helhkness 
by the Hely Spirit ne regard is had te the system ef 
dectrinemaimtained by the recipient, whether it be cerrupt 
er net?--- [f se all systemsmay be ef equal er ef ne value, 
being altegether irrelative te eur acceptance with Ged.-- 

If ene system be mere valuable than anether, er may tend 
mere te purify the heart, thecgreat—questien, the great 
questien, instead ef that yeu se largely prepese, may be 
sim@ly this, whether the System ef dectrines centained in 
the’ Scriptures hath n et a greatr tendancy te purify the 
heart than any ether. 

Yeu will deubtless answer thasquestien in the 
affirmitive.~ We shall net then have te enquire whether eur 
hearts er dispesitiens are cenfermable te this er that syste 
fermed by fallible men; but whether they are cenfermables te 
the Christian Standard;- and if we sheuld be desireus te 
discever which ene ef the various systems fermed by men 


es 
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appreaches nearest te tye truth, we must bring them te the 
infallible teuch-stene the Scriptures,.-- 

The Apestle Paulwhen en his way te Damascus breathé 
ing eut threatenings and slaughter against the disciples ef 
the Lerdwas arrested and cenverted by #Xd/ Jesus. “as his 
religieus belief changed in his cenversien? If it were can 
it with prepriety be said that the Sect whese sentiments he 
ha@ embraced, embraced sufficient truth fer the great end 
ef Christ. the attainment ef everlasting Life? ~ If it did 
why were his religieus principles changed? The same quest- 
iens may be asked cencerningiiReman Chatelicsand ethers whe 
beleng te Sects whese religieus principles are cerrupt.- A 
cerrupt tree cannet bring ferth geod fruit. Its nature must 
be changed befere it can de this.- 

Mr. Patten cemmunicated te me the letter yeu wrete 
te him and I have cemmunicated te him yeur letter te me.- 
The first he will witheut deubt answer and therefore it is 
unneccessary fer me to take any further netice of ht. Manni Ha 
is contained in the forgoing attempt te answer the second.- 
AS beth of your letters to me and that to lr. Patten regard 
the Same subject , my answer te your last necessarily 
regards all ef them.-.I did net see the Letter Mr. Pe wrete 
te yeu en the receipt ef Mr. Perters Sermen; ner did he see 
mine;- ner de I expect te see his answer te yeur last te 
him; ner that he will see this letter. 

I chuse te write independently ef him, and te give 
yeu my ewn sentiments.- [ am much ebliged te yeu fer yeur 
geod letters, and request a centinuance ef them.- Yeu must 
net expect frem me mere than a mederate knowledge ef The- 
elegyical Subjects; but I may pessibly suggest semething whi 
which may deserve reflectien.- Yeu may think me tee decided. 
I hepe my mind is epen te cenvictien. and cif my sentiments 
are in any respect errenfieus be pleased freely te peint eut 
the errer.-~ 

Sefere this reaches you yeu will have heard of the 
death of my Sister.\ith the circumstances of her death your 
mether will make you aquainted.- I am new the only surviving 
child ef my father.- [ have lost all ef seme, and seme ef all 
the nearest relatives in Life.~ but thank Ged [ am net left 
alene. Many ef my children are living, and mest of them are 
preps and cemferts te me.- The visit [ have received frem 
Mr. De. & and yeur Ma, & Sarah Ann D hath afferded me great 
delight .- I sheuld br Happy in a visit frem yeu, but yeur 
Ma sayS yeu prepese a jeurney te the eastward. I hepe it 
Will be céndu@ive te yeur health.- My leve te Francis and 
yeur ether bretheren, and te yeur Sisters. [I am glad te 
hear that he is en the recevery, and that he is heneured 
with the appeintment te preneunce the eratien en the 4th. 
ef July next. I hepr that ¢f as he has sufficient time te 
cempese it he will het werry himself tee much abeut it. I 
knew he is ambitieus at excellence; but the greund has been 
se eiten tred, that unless he can strike eut an entirely new 
path he must be centent te follew ethers, and if it be 
passibus aquis he will de well.- Tell him that Mr.Silliman 
is appeinted te preneunce the eratien here en that daye~ 

My humeur rather decreases, and I hepe will permit 
me te visit my Bastern relations befere next winter.-~ 

Give my regards te Mr. Shaw. [I cengzatulate him en 


his appeintment. I am affectienately 
Revd.WeE.Channing Yrs Wm. Ellery 
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Addressed te"Revd. William E. Channing Besten Massachucetts 


Newpert June liste- 1807 
My Dear Sir, 

I acknewledge with thanks receipt ef yeur letter 
ef May, It certainly weuld be propper te asign seme preci@e 
time fer the prefermance ef everything we intend te de, and 
net suffer the time asigned fer the ex€cutien ef any parti- 
cular business te be empleyed abeut any ether uple lei 87° 
sheuld be ef greater impertance; and in such case Obie er- 
mitted eught as seen as the ether is prefermed be assumed & 
accemplished. That which we think may be dene at any time 
may be fergetten er prebably will net be seasenably accemplish 
ed. We are indeed tee apy te rest in vague , general purpeses 
abeut matters ef much greater mement g than that ef 
seasenably anwwering the letter of a friend- 

If we consider Scriptures as a revelation from God, 
containing a system of faith, as well as morals, or rules of 
pratice, we certainly ought to search them d 
with a sincere desire te understand and embrace them, and te 
prétice accerdingly. 

\ departure in any degree frem that system, as it 
respects*faith, may be attended with consequence? as 
pernigieus te the Unbeliever, as a breach ef the last cemmand- 
ment may be te the vielater thereef.- The Christien System is 
the preduction ef infinate wisdem, a cemplete, perfect System 
all the parts ef which are exactly adapted te accempliah the 
purpese ef its emnicient Auther, and a breach ef any ene part 
ef it weuld seem te have a tendancy te defeat the intende 
effect ef the whele, and by censequence a neglipnt er wilZful 
departure frem it in any degree must incur)the Mispleasure ef 
its Framer.- and as far as that tendancy ceuld influence te 
diminish the general happiness it weuld be dimminished. But 
in the best pessible system, the greatest quantity ef happiness 
must be preduced, and ef ceurse frem the greatest apparent 
evil, great geed will be Qduced.- 

I asked "is it net necessary te the leve ef Ged and Man 
thatwe sheuld entertain just ideas ef his meral attributes, 
ef tye depravity ef man,- ef the atenement ef Christ, and the 
influence ef the Hely Spirit. Te which yeu answer "It is 
certain te leve Ged seme just ideas ef him must be fermed. But 
hew little after all de we knew, and may net seme mistage with 
respect te seme meral attribute ef Ged censist with such a 
spirit as he has premised te bless?- By entertaining just 7d¢¢d 
ideas ef the attributes ef Ged I ceuld net mean that at was 
necessary, er pessible perfectly te cemprehend infinate per- 
fectien in erder te leve Ged; but I meant semething mere than 
that we sheuld ferm seme just ideas ef him. I meant at least 
that we sheuld net entertain any unjust ideas ef him,- any 
ideas | ncensistant with er deregetery frem his meral character 
Iwis explain what yeu mean by seme just ideas, seme mis- 
take With respect te seme moral attributes ef Gea--I cenceive 
that these attributes all harmenize in such a manner that a 
mistake with regardag te ene must affect pur apprehension ef 
the 4ntire character, and that we cannet leve it as we eught 
while such errer remain.- 

With respect te human depravity, we agree in the main, 
and perhaps we shall entirely 86 
explained what yeu intend by t 


ree when fe Shall have 
etal depravity. The heart ef 


16. 
uncenverted man, accerding te scripture, is deceitful abeve all 
things, and desperately wicked, ~- and eut ef it preceed such a 
catalegue ef sins as argue a deep pellutien; se deep, that, in 
erder te his purification and future felicity it is hecessary 
that nisteey/ steny heart sheuld be taken away, and a heart of 
flesh be substituted in its place. 

With respect to the Atenement I knew that there are 
divisiens-- I pin my faith upen ne man's sleeve. The sentiment 
of Calvin, as far as I am aquainted with them, are in my offp7 
epinien mere censenant with Scripture, than these ef Divines 
whe are eppesed te them.- [f Christ had net dene the Will ef. 


ans, whi he came to de, he weuld net have been ebedient te turd 


death ef the cress and beceme a sacrifice fer sin; ger 
etherwise he weuld net have been sinless, and se far frem 
expiating the sins ef mankénd ceul net have atened fer his ewn 
And ig if net the bleed ef Which cleanseth frem all sin 
Is there any remissien ef sin witheut bleed? Is it net by his 
stripes that sinners are healed, and by his bleed that theg-#7 
are redeemed? I think it needless te refer te mere expressiens 
ef scripture te shew that the sufferings and death ef Christ 
en the créss and not his ebedience alene have satisfied divine 
justice. Christ cruchkfied is the grand subject ef the gespel, 
and ef the epistles ef the apestles.-- 

I am sensibile that many differ net enly in explaining 
the mede ef eperation ef the Divime Spirit, but distinguish 
between erdinary and special grave. Arminians(W assert# that 
" saving grace is tendered te the acc@ptance ef every man, 
which he may er may net receive just as he pleaseth, and that 
the regenerating pewer ef the Hely Spirit is net invincable; 
but is suspended for its effinecy ex\ the will ef man etc.etc. 
It weuld be presumtien in me, and prebably any ene else, te 
undertake ta define the manner in which the Hely Spirit g 
eperates in cendgdtign/dddviction and cenversien ef sinners, 
when Jesus Geclared te Nicedemus, Marvél net that I said unte 
thee ye must be bern again. The wind bleweth where it listeth, 
and theu hearest the seund thereef; but can it not tell : 
whence it cemeth and whether it geeth, se is every one that is 
bern ef the Spirit. Jesus had befere expressly and selemnly 
declared Verily Verily I gay unte thee except a man be bern 
again he cannet see the kingdem ef Gea. -THddd and again Verily 
Verily I say unte y¥éf thee, excapt a man be bernef Water and 
ef the Spirit he cannet enter inte the kingdem ef Ged,- These 
weighty, and impertant, and reiterated declarations satisfy my 
mind net enly that man must be bern again te see tye kingdom 
ef Ged but that the eperatien ef the Hely Spirit in regenera- 
tien is incemprehensible, and : ?), and therefere is 
net te be acceunted fer en any pr plesef anelezgy between 
the material and meral werld.- In regeneratien means de nat 
appear te have that influence whichbseme are inclined te 
attribute te them. [t seems mere. censenant te Scripture te. 
attribute it te then. J7/dddoid/niged immediate severign agency 
ef the Hely Spirit.- Yeu ebserve that the Divine Spirit 


 eperates by truth , what yeur precise meaning is needs ex- 


ainatien-- Ged is truth-- The Spirit is truth- fhe Gespel is 
truth. It is what Ged hath speken by his celestial Messenger, 
and what he hath speken demands eur assent.- But were the 
prepa@rsitiens an assent te which is necessary te salvatien 
drawn up and laid dewn as fermally as anynplatferm ef divinity 
weuld an assent te them preduce that dispesitien of heart 
which constitutes the true Christian character?I trow not. It 


17.6 
appears to me that there must be a new heart,- that the Sinner. : wr 
must be created anew in Christ Jesus,- 
be put off and the new man be put on, - A 
fntire change before he can be a saint, : 
affected , but by the Holy Spirit Ae are toc apt to consider 
means as in themselves , operative, and to rely upon the 
performance of them for salvation, when the truth probably is 
thart they are as inoperative as tools are in the hand of the 
artificer ,- and that every thing that has taken place, doth o 
or will take place in the material and moral world ought to be 
resolved into immeadate agency of Jehovah, and of course that 
he is all in all.- He has been pleased to exhibit his characte “VU 
to man in both worlds in a manner adapted to his constitution. 
The %bjects presented to our senses, cannot but be perceived, 
and, if vightly understood, will manifest the Eternal Power 
and Godhead of their auther, and so would in a clearer light 
the objects presented:to us in the Gospel of truth,- but alass 
by Sin we have¢lost the image of God,- are blind to spiritual 
things, and until regenerated are blots in the moral world.- 
The illuminated receive from the Sun of rightousness indis- 
tinguishable amd increasing light, light which shines more and 
more to the perfect day. Althbugh they do not at present see 
clearly the truths contained in inportant doctrines; yet they 
will tydydfdx hereafter, as they advance in knowledge, have a 
more intensive and clearer view of them, and more and more 
admire and love the God of truth and love. They who absolutely 
reject any of the doctrines of Christiqnity are destitute at 
leastof modesty and humility.- but they are in the hands of a 
merciful Being who can change their hearts, and turn them as 
rivers of water are turned.- We are commanded to exersise 
benevolence to all men, yea, to lowe even our enemies; but 
tid /isthere not a perculiar love; or a greater degree of love 
due from saints to those of the household of faith than to 
infidels;- and can a church member set down with df equal 
delight and satisfaction at the table of the Lord with those 
whog¢ in sentiments relative to important doctrines differ 
esentially from him, as with those who therein accord with 
him? - I presume that members of churchss in your state and 
that of Vaermont, prior to admission, give their assent to 
certain covenants. [f they do, and any of them afterwards 
reject any article or articles thereof, are they neverthe- 
less permitted to partake of the sacrameht with those who 
adhere to their covenant engagements?-- 
Means, as they regard the material system, do not appear 

to me to be more justly considered by some \people than are 
means relative to the moral System. They are apt to view them 
as causes, It seems to me that they are effects, that there 
are properly speaking, no proximate, remote, or secondary 
causes,- that there is but one great cause, of all things, 
and as [ have already said that every effect which takes 
place in the universe is the effect of God's immeddate agency. 
We are accustomed to hear and speak of the laws of gravity, 
attraction, cohesion, affinity etc., and those we call Iaws 
of Hature, and a@ome Philosophers have considered Nature as a 
power distinct from Diety. Buffon if I recollect rightly made 

a formal address to that imaginary existance, but before he 
pet through his rapturous effusion he introduced a first cause 
of all things. When things proceed in their usual course, they 
are Said to go gn in the course of Nature, and when the 


1B. 
deviate the deviation is termed supernatural by which expressi 
ro many are led to suppose that Nature can of herself do 
ings within a certain, undefined compass, and that what is 
and above ‘her power requires a supesior Agent, 


( torn 


por my part I conceive that all things ye 
Christ r 


lasting infinitely well ordered ( torn ) 
rom son by thedeterminate counsel 
rucified,- that his operations are not governed 
pro re ae according "to ocourtinces.- that God is omnipresent 
not merely as a Spectator, but as an sgeng, and that without 
his agency if vain would the sun shine,the rain décend, qnd the 
dew fall there would be no vegétation - and in lilt manneryou 
may plant, and Dr. Kirkland water - it will be vain, unless 
God gives the increase.- Whatever comes to pass was predestined 
and is effected by Him.- Some Means are by some Minister 
stiled efficacious means. I dislike all modes of expression 
that in any degree tend to exclude the eternal activity of 
Jehovah, or to introduce into the mbnd notions of a power 
distinct and independant of the Creator of and Governor of the 
Universe.-- 

From this letter you may collect my opinion of the 
depravity of human nature, of the Atonement of Christ, and of 
the operation of the Holy Spirit. With regard to the first you 
have not fully given your opinion, as to the second you send 
me the inion of others, and so of the third and last.- I 
think $k / Milt I have examined your remarks, and answered them 
with the freedom of a friend. Permit me to say that * wish you 
had been more explicit and not left me to look for your ¥idyl 
opinion among those of others,- and that you had mentioned the 
doctrines you deem important] and the truths of the greatest 
importance assented to by others, who reject the doctrines 
which appear to you important. I then should hamwe been able to 
discover how far we agree and to know what you and those you 
allude to consider as doctrines important and of the greatest 
magnitude.- If there be any errorsin what I have advanced I 
know you will impute them to human parum natura, 
and I beg you to correct them in your next.- 


Wishing you all health and every blessing 
I am addectionately 
( signature cut out ) 
A fair opportunity offering to send this by Wm. Gibbs I 
think it better to send it now than to keep it until your 
return. 
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To the Honorable, the Senate, & house of Representatives of the 


United States in Congress. 

The undersigned members of the Association of Ministers in, and 
about Boston, beg leave respectfully to stete-- 
That the postmasters, in conformity to an act of this Commonwealth, 


providing for a due observance of the Lordsday, which act ordains, 

"that no person, or persons whatsoever, shall keep open his or their 
shop, warehouse, or workshop, nor shall, upon land or water, do any man- 
ner of labor, business or work (works of necessity & charity only ex- 
cepted)" from the first establishment of the post office, till within 

a short period, have kept their offices for delivery of letters shut on 
Sunday, until sunset, except on extraordinary occasions, & themselves, 
& their clerks have enjoyed the privileges of that holy day, in common 
with the rest of their fellow citizens. 

For more than a year past, however, your memorialists, with deep 
regret, have observed & learned, that the post offices in some places 
are opened for the distribution of letters, regularly, on the Sabbath; 
& are informed that this practice, which is in direct contravention of 


the forementioned act of this commonwealth, is enjoined in the act passed 


by your honorable body, on the 25 th April 1810. the ninth section of 
That every postmaster shall keep 


which ie in the words following. viz 
an office, at which one,or more persons shall attend, on every day, on 
which @ mail, or bag or other packet, or parcel of letters shall arrive, 
by land or water, as well as on other days, at such hours, as the post- 
master general shall direct. And it shall be the duty of the postmas- 
ters, st all reasonable hours, on every day of the week, to deliver on 


demand, any letters or packet &c. &c 


» 


a 
, 


~2- 


Your memorialiste are informed, that under this clause, the post- 
masters are compelled to keep the post office open on the Lordsday, to 
the evident inftingement of the lews, now in force, in this State, 
against the violation thereof. cia Bs 

Your memorialists cannot, in, justice to their : own feclings, refrain 
from observing, that the violation of a salutary and long reveréd insti- 
tution like the Sabbath, when sanctioned by the most powerful influence 
in the Union, cannot fail of having a tendency. to endanger that respect 
for all the laws of religion & morality, on whioh the peace & happiness 


of Society must, ultimately, repose, 

They do, therefore, most respectfully & earnestly petition your 
honorable body, that the said ninth section of — act, entitiea "an act 
regula ting the post office establishment” ‘ent paseed the 25% April last, 
may be so amended as to prohibit the delivery of letters, papers & 
packets on the said Sabbath. And your petitioners. as in duty bound, 
will ever pray. 

Boston December) John Bradfora” / 

26. 1811. ) Eliphalet Porter | 

Morse” 
-Thomas Gray y 
John Pierce J 
William E. Channing 
- Isaac Smith / 
Horace Holley. 
John Codman / 


Samt C. Thacher 
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Addressed to "The ‘eva. William B. Chahning , Boston, Massachusetts” 
Newport Sept.\ 2lpt. 1813. 


Revd. &Dear Sir, 
I now send you by Miss E.D. Ellery $2 for a second 


set of the Christian Disciple: for both I mean to be considered 
the subscriber, @11 the numbers that have been yenlinne be pleasad 


to send me by Miss K.Vernon,when ghe returns, no private 


should sooner offer. 
second sets he first year. The four first numbers of 
the first set [ Rasa uatosess received, and I shall expect to 
receive by the same person who brings tho@e for the second, the 
numbers subsequent which may then have been printed. Be prepared 
also tomsend me two of the subscription Papers.That I had received 
has been worn out by improper usage, without obtain @ single 
subscriber, and I expect the numbers I have lent turn in a 
battered condition .- 

We have not heard a wora about the return of your mother, 
and Susan. The last account I had about them was that they were at 
Worcester, and that Susan's child was getting better slowly. I 
hope it has entirely recovered. 

We are all well and if you and your connections are well 
it is well.- Remember me to them and accept of the best wishes 
for your health and prosperity from 

Yrs. affecty. 
P.SeThe weather is fine and we are in a state of peace. Mount your 
horse and make us another visit. It will do yau and us good. Not- 
withstanding i have written about and about sending the numbers, 
I have seen Mia@s Vernon, and wish you to send them by her. 
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Dec™ 11. /15. Bos 


My dear Lucy, 


I have written one letter & have received no answer, so I 
am not your debtor, & perhaps had I been left to myself you would 
not have heard from me very soon. But I have one quality of wisdom, 
I am easily persuaded, & a most persuasive voice is still sounding in 
my ear, “do write Lucy." I need not tell you who the kind advocate 
is. She loves you very much & is too much occupied to write you 
herself. She has had a great demand made upon her strength by the 
sickness of her mother. But affection seems to have given her new 
powers, & notwithstanding anxious nights & watchful days, she is as 
well if not better than when we returned from our journey. Aunt G. 
you have heard is much better. I feared exceedingly that her hour 
was come - but providence is restoring her to us, & you know how 
great a blessing is restored in her to her family — Ruth & myself 
are to live at the parsonage this winter. "Pride will have a fall." 
You see that after all my efforts to rise above my condition, I must 
come down to humble Berry St. I hear my humiliation with all 
imaginable fortitude, & my partner seems to make the fall as easy 
to herself as possible. I have taken my study in the third story, 
to which height I have been obliged to transport my wood to keep me 
comfortable. Notwithstanding these trials, I am very well, & very 
happy. I hope I shall hear as good an account of youe My love to 
your husband. Your children must be brought up to love us. 


affect* prother 
WEC 
Not a line have I had from Eloise, although she promised to write 


Letter to Mrs. William W. Russell. New York 
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Boston, 21st Apri, 1818. 


SIR, 

The improvement of the means of education for the poor, and 
the practicability of plans for preserving them from destitution 
and crime, having lately excited much attention in this town, in 
which, with all our advantages of schools, private and public, 
inquiry has rendered it probable that one sixth or one seventh of 
the youth between four and fourteen years, are utterly ignorant 
of the plainest reading and writing ; while every man’s experi- 
ence must convince him, that, of the adults, an alarming propor- 
tion are liable from their habits and employments, to be chargea- 
ble as tenants of the alms-house or gaol. A meeting of gentle- 
men todevise a scheme of relief, is thought necessary, at the 
Court-Room in the Old Court-House, Court-street, on Thurs- 
day afternoon, the 23, inst. at four o’clock ; to which, as a man 


of benevolence and prudence, you are invitgd. 
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THERE is to be a Meeting of the Boarp or Commissioners . 
of the SOCIETY in SCOTLAND f 


Knowledge, Chom &% oné Monde 


* 
C/ 
) 


a 4 | 


lar 


a 


re 


- 


bet" 20- VP - 


SF hed A care ~ 


Mk 


| 


| AA Br | ot Juan ow gor? 
| 4. | 
he n | | 
“yy Anes 
~\ | 
| 


Je 
See 


4 


* 
ty 


R | | 
\ 
Few 
E> 


ff hn prac? Kz a, only a thay 


ay 


= 


- 
a 
< 
; 
\ 
\ 
4 
; _? . 
| 
. 
ee ‘ 4 = 


J 


| Vile 
— 
2 
/ Vee 
A fm— 4 
A 
/, 
| 
| 
+ 


| 


— 


gla al 


2 ? 
to Liat Le Shabba be 
| 


‘ 
| 
| 
La, | 
yA 
VA 
| 
7 
/ a 7 
4 


INTENTIONAL DU 


sty 47 


\ 


} 
di 
A 


sf 
“Ade 


4 

WA, 


Al 


4 


| | 


A 


Lu 


4 
? 


DUPLICATE EXPOSURE 


| 
4 


pok 

f 

seth 

er 


VA WA 


ee he 


| 


INTENTVONAL DUPLIC 


| Wee peony very 
| vw EA 


ICATE EXPOSURE 


toatl A 
Arp - l ts Ns 
the 
hr 
D 
- 
} 


2 
a 


€x 


| 


\/ 
2) 


| | 


Ife eat Me be te wn lard 


Vw Aten > 

ges arte Aare peat, 


te feats of fuck coma 


4 
Arg. A | 
A 
thet 


ai | 


word, x to Anyhow ARS gw - 


afew Wren by klar ed | 


Ad) father j an Tx 
lary nay t, AK WY butt 


7 


pon fe fete ked , Y Wen 


| Aah d in rd 
: 
| “w 
yas , yew A Serr, - 


lex On. MA Thal arm kh fe 


thn Aunties hed peri ahr on- 

| oy ley ¢ 


Bid 
4 


Gre, cH a n berg 14 


A perk Aa ve | 


WY Gree 


Cre 


At 


00777 


Peri 


4 


| 
/ 
| 


reaped & bay gay f 


inky, 


inf 


rig ( 1 CMe fe 


1? 
ry 
4 as 


Ps 


« 


fom 
FY; 
| ® 
S 
_ 
| 
S 
— 
ty 


| | 


he fe unt yrs the san day tem = | 


att, 
| 


fu 


ay 


4 


| 
| 
Ne. 


| 
if 
a 
4 
Llane 
‘ 
ri 
. 
. 
\ 
gl : 


@ 


J tram rm Torn (nrg ‘ 


at 


fear 


he 


ina 


\ 3 


4, ‘ 


i 


= 


*\ 


| 3 
| 
| 
= 


ve 
. 
>. 
f 4 
ts 
\ 
x 
| 
2 


A 


fern te yom Con — 


fa t 


a 
+ 
> 
~ 
i” 
| 
© 
sa 
tn 
| 
° 
Me 
; 
G 
d 
yi 


Mew Got. Mes £0. /8 2/, 


é 


> 


lid & at 
OY 
he Gave We & | 


ha ac 
Sex. 


Zh 
in AE syfGm Whee 


jhe | | 
me he 


d 
3 
> 
N 
| 


To —- Miss Catherine M Sedgwick 
Stockbridge, Mass. 


New York 
May 20th, 1821 


| Dear Miss Sedgwick 


My visit to this city has been attended with magy disappointments. The 
greatest certainly is, that I am not able to serve our new church, & express 
publicly my gratitude to God for collecting this little band to be witnesses 
to his unity and goodness, & to worship him, as I hope, in spirit & truth. 

But next to this nothing has disappointed me so much as the loss of your 
society. I had understood before leaving Boston, that your general views on 
the subject of religion had approached mine more nearly than formerly, & I 
promised myself a freedom of communication with you which our supposed difference 
had formerly obstructed, and have perhaps an excessive delicacy on this point - 
but the fear of giving pain to those who think differently on important doctrines 
seals my lips, & probably prevents in many cases an intercourse which would show 
thet the diecordance is not so startling as had been apprehended. I sssure you, 
it gave me greet pleasure to think that I could epproach such a mind «4s yours 
more nearly than I hed done; & some conversation with your brother Henry last 
evening, in which he gave me a fuller account of your present views has strength- 
ened this desire. You may be assured, & I trust you will believe, that the 
satisfaction with which I listened to your brother, was very different from the 
triumph of a secterian at gaining a proselyte. I rejoicedthat we could number 
among us one to whom religion is a reality, & who, besides enjoying the comfort 
which better views of religion give, will extend these views by means more 
powerful than sectarian zeal, by a Christian example. The numerical increase of 
my party is very little of an object with me. Hed I power, I would rather thin 
its renks by dismissing not e few who call themselves Unitarians & have nothing 
but the name. I desire nothing so earnestly as the spreading of a more devot- 
ional snvirit through this class of Christiens. It is too true thet the intellect 
is often excerised among us too exclusively. The feer & contempt of fenaticism 
often quench religious feeling. You will find this to be the case, & I trust 
that you will not merely escape this chilling influence, but do something to 
resist it. The prejudices which are so current against our views are to be 
overcome not so much by ingenious reasoning, as by holy living. A religious 
system is certeinly not worth defending, which is not fitted to interest strongly, 
to work deeply, to take the heart from the world, and to make God its first 
object. Did I not believe that this power, his quickening spirit, dwells in the 
system which I have adopted I should leave the support of it to other hands; & 
yet from causes, which, I think, are not hard to be found, this power is not 
exerted & manifested: as it should be. I wish the Carsemuen Of this defect to 
be felt more extensively & painfully among us; not that I would have Unitarians assume 
through policyexpressions of fervor & feeling not prompted by the heart. I would have 
them apply their principles to their hearts, & by prayer & watching kindle some 
flame within them. Let the feeling but exist - & the manifestation of it will 
not long be wanting. I have written a long letter which may seem to heve little 


connection, but which was intended to express my great satisfection in your recep- 
tion of what seems to me to be Christian truth, & my earnest desire that you will 
bring to us an accession of Christian earnestness & feeling. I hope to see you 
soon - & to enjoy the pleasure which has now been denied me. It would gratify me 
to hear from you although I dare not promise to be a punctual correspondent. 


Very affect’ 


sincere friend 


£.Channing 
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